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Thank You to OVW

This event is supported by Grant No. 15JOVW-22-GK-
04002-MUMU; Grant No. 15JOVW-21-GK-02208-
MUMU and Grant No. 2017-TA-AX-K043, awarded by
the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence
Against Women (OVW). The opinions, findings,
conclusions and recommendations expressed in this
publication are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the view of the Department of
Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.
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WhatWe D6
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Re¢s6uBCeS Cengub:gtipns

Create, research, and sl publications, Offer on-demand 24/7 consultations with our

statutory and case law compilations, and other  ¢aa50ned prosecutors to answer case-specific

resources that strenfgthen prosecution inquiries, discuss strategy, conduct research,
practices and recommend data-driven solutions

O @

Tegijag Fvents Pastnéerships & mitistikes
Provide long-term support in building
frameworks for coordinated responses to
gender-based violence including data
collection and analysis, task force
development, and training 5

Develop curricula and facilitate a wide range of
specialized in-person and web-based trainings
designed to empower prosecutors and allied
professionals



Learning Objectives

By the end of this session, you will be better able to:

 Identify offender tactics used to assert power
and control over immigrant victims of domestic
and sexual violence

 Utilize immigration relief to enhance
investigations by increasing the safety and
stability of immigrant victims

* Develop prosecution strategies to overcome
common defenses in cases involving immigrant
victims
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Offender-Focused

 Focus on the defendant’s actions, tactics,
and behavior

* Articulate victim behavior as normal
responses to trauma inflicted by offender
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DOMESTIC ABUSE INTERVENTION PROJECT

202 East Superior Street
Duluth, Minnesota 55802
218-722-2781
www.duluth-model.org

commit suicide, to report her property » abusing
USING her to welfare » making pets « displaying
ECONOMIC her drop charges . mqkmg weapons. USING
ABUSE her do illegal things. EMOTIONAL
Preventing her from getting ABUSE

or keeping a job » making her
ask for money ¢ giving her an
allowance « taking her money * not
letting her know about or have access
to family income.

USING MALE PRIVILEGE
Treating her like a servant » making all the
big decisions « acting like the “master of
the castle” « being the one to
define men’s and women's roles

USING COERCION

AND THREATS
Making and/or carrying out threats
to do something to hurt her
« threatening to leave her, to

INTIMIDATION
Making her afraid by using
looks, actions, gestures

« smashing things = destroying

Putting her down * making her
feel bad about herself » calling her
names * making her think she’s crazy
* playing mind games = humiliating her
* making her feel guilty.

USING ISOLATION
Controlling what she does, who she sees
and talks to, what she reads, where
she goes * limiting her outside
involvement = using jealousy
to justify actions.

MINIMIZING,
DENYING

AND BLAMING
Making light of the abuse
and not taking her concerns

about it seriously » saying the
abuse didn't happen « shifting respon-
sibility for abusive behavior * saying
she caused it.

CHILDREN
Making her feel guilty
about the children ¢ using
the children to relay messages
* using visitation to harass her

« threatening to take the
children away.
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Adapted from original
wheel by:

Domestic Abuse
Intervention Project

202 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

Threatening to
report her if she
works “under
the table.” Not

Threatening to report her to
the INS to get her deported.
Threatening to withdraw the
petition to legalize her

immigration status.

Making and/or carrying
out threats to do
something to harm her.
Threatening to leave,
commit suicide, or
report her to welfare,
Making her drop
charges. Making

her do illegal things.

Preventing her from getting

or keeping a job. Making her
ask for money. Giving her an
allowance. Taking her money.

Calling her a
prostitute or
“mail order
bride.” Alleging
on legal papers
that she has
a history of
prostitution.

Treating her like a servant.
Making all the big decisions.
Acting like the “master of the
castle.” Being the one to define
men’s and women's roles.

Making her feel guilty
about the children.
Using children to

relay messages. Using
visitation to harass her.
Threatening to take
the children away.

Threatening to take her children
away from the U.S. Threatening
to report her children to the INS.

Control

Hiding or destroying important
papers (passport, ID cards,
health-care cards, etc.).
Destroying her only property
from her country of origin.

Making her afraid by
using looks, gestures,
actions. Smashing things.
Destroting her property.

Abusing pets. Displaying
weapons.

Putting her down. Making
her feel bad about herself.
Calling her names. Making
her think she’s crazy.

letting her get Not allowing her to know about Playing mind games. telling lies about

job training or or have ac.—_egss to the family Power Humiliating her. Making her. Calling her

schooling. income. her feel guilty. racist names.
and

Lying about her
immigration

status. Writing
to her family and

Controlling what she does, who
she sees or talks to, what she
reads, where she goes. Limiting
your outside involvement.
Using jealousy to justify actions.

snqy |-.':ou¢>'1t°"""l

Making light of the
abuse and not taking
her concerns about it
seriously. Saying the
abuse didn’t happen.
Shifting responsibility for
abusive bahevior. Saying
she caused it.

Bujiu2Q

Failing to file papers to legalize
her immigration status,

withdrawing or threatening to
withdraw papers filed for her
residency.
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Isolating her
from friends,
family, or
anyone who
speaks her
language. Not
allowing her to
learn English.




Large Group Discussion

 What are some specific tactics used by
offenders seeking to assert power and
control over immigrant victims of...
— Domestic Violence
— Sexual Assault
— Stalking
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The Perfect Plan of Sexual Offenders
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Large Group Discussion

 What are some challenges to Investigating
and prosecuting domestic and sexual
violence?
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Inability to Participate

Fear

Lack of . '
Trauma
resources ‘

Lack of
Communication

Accessibility of
services
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Minimizing Fears and Barriers

Language
Access
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Immigration Relief as a Crime
Fighting Tool

Safety of

victims I
Reporting '
of crime

® [nvestigations Rela-tlons.h1ps with
and prosecutions lmmlgre.n?t
communities
‘ . » »
Identification

of dangerous offenders
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U Visa Requirements

e Qualifying e Victim has e Substantial
criminal been, is being, physical or
activity or is likely to be mental abuse

e Possesses helpful in: as aresult
information e Detection
about the crime e Investigation

¢ Criminal e Prosecution
activity e Conviction This is not a part
occurred in U.S. .

. e Sentencing of the
or violated U.S. 6t
law certification.
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Qualifying Criminal Activity
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Types of Qualifying Criminal Activity

* Conviction of criminal activity is not required
— Also includes attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to commit
any of the above and other related crimes
* Qualifying criminal activity includes any similar activity
where the elements of the crime are substantially
similar. Examples:
— Hate crimes
— Video voyeurism
— Elder abuse/abuse of adults with disabilities
— Child abuse

— Robbery or aggravated robbery could be similar to felonious
assault depending on the evidence and state law definition
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[ACP 2018 Resolution

* Recognizes U as a significant crime fighting tool
 Recommends using U Visas as best practice

* Supports training, education, communication
and “increased police leadership involvement”

* Commits to increasing collaboration

U Visas are “effective tools for law enforcement agencies that
enhance public safety, officer safety and protection of
victims nationwide.”
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Small Group Activity and
Report Back
* Atyour tables

— Make a list of the reasons that law enforcement
or prosecutors either delay or decline
certification

* Note some ways that offender focused
criminal investigations and prosecutions
may address these issues
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FAQs

R TS L2l Thisis not part of the analysis.
Never Identified, Take a victim-centered approach

NS R d el  to making your determination

What if the Victim Certification can be revoked, but
Cannot be Located or first conduct a trauma-informed

Seems linioo;)erative analysis of the victim’s situation
ater

As soon as you can make the
TR GRS R oyl determinations required by the
certification
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Accusation_
Build rapport that victim 1S
lying for
Protect ér(;m immigration
offende benefit
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Challenges

/

Strengths
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Analyze Case

V] Ctlm e Did the offender choose the victim
because of a real or perceived

S el ection vulnerability?

Cl"imin al e Did the offender use the victim's
immigration status to commit a criminal

Act act?

ES Cape e Was the victim prevented from
reporting the crime to police because of

D ete Ctl On their immigration status?

National Immigrant Women’s Advocacy Project
American University Washington College of Law



Educating the Judge and Jury

Pretrial Jury Witness

Motions Selection | Testimony

Testimony @ Argument
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Moving Forward

[dentify and document offender
tactics used to assert power and
control over immigrant victims

Enhance victim safety and stability
by certifying U Visas early

Turn challenges into strengths
during trials of domestic and sexual
violence
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Large Group Discussion

 What are some next steps you plan to take
using the information you learned in this
workshop?

* Are there ways you would like to see
NIWAP and faculty support you in using
the information presented here in your
community?
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Det. Michael LaRiviere

* Salem Police Department (MA)
 Consultant, NIWAP

* mikelariviere42@gmail.com

* (781) 732-0097

* (978) 815-9547
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Technical Assistance and Materials

* NIWAP Technical Assistance:

— Call (202) 274-4457

— E-mail info@niwap.org

— Web Library: www.niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu
« Materials for this Workshop:

— https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/BostonOffenderFocu
ssed

* Contact NIWAP to provide training for your jurisdiction
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