
Green Card for VAWA Self-Petitioner
Under the federal Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), you may be eligible to become a lawful 
permanent resident (get a Green Card) if you are the victim of battery or extreme cruelty 
committed by:

• A U.S. citizen spouse or former spouse; 
• A U.S. citizen parent; 
• A U.S. citizen son or daughter; 
• A lawful permanent resident (LPR) spouse or former spouse; or 
• An LPR parent. 

You may self-petition under VAWA by filing a Petition for Amerasian, Widow(er), or Special 
Immigrant (Form I-360) without your abusive family member’s knowledge or consent. A person 
who files a VAWA self-petition is generally known as a VAWA self-petitioner. If your self-petition 
is approved and you meet other eligibility requirements, you may be eligible to apply to 
become a lawful permanent resident. For more information, see Battered Spouse, Children & 
Parents and VAWA Questions and Answers.

This page provides specific information for aliens in the United States who want to apply for 
lawful permanent resident status as VAWA self-petitioners. This is called “adjustment of status.” 
You should also read the Instructions for Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent 
Residence or Adjust Status (PDF, 539 KB) before you apply.

In order to be eligible for a Green Card as a VAWA self-petitioner, you must meet the 
following requirements:

• You properly file Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust 
Status; 

• You are physically present in the United States at the time you file your Form I-485; 
• You are eligible to receive an immigrant visa; 
• An immigrant visa is immediately available to you at the time you file your Form I-485 

and when USCIS makes a final decision on your application; 
• None of the bars to adjustment of status apply to you; 
• You are admissible to the United States for lawful permanent residence or eligible for a 

waiver of inadmissibility or other form of relief; and 
• You merit the favorable exercise of USCIS’ discretion. 

Eligible to Receive an Immigrant Visa

Eligibility for Adjustment of Status



You are eligible to receive an immigrant visa based on:

• An approved VAWA self-petition (Form I-360, Petition for Amerasian, Widow(er), or 
Special Immigrant); 

• A previously filed VAWA self-petition that remains pending (if ultimately approved); or 
• A VAWA self-petition (if ultimately approved) filed together with your Form I-485. 

Depending on how you entered the United States or if you committed a particular act or 
violation of immigration law, you may be barred from adjusting status. However, VAWA self-
petitioners and beneficiaries are exempt from all of these bars to adjustment. For more 
information, please see USCIS Policy Manual Volume 7, Part B, 245(a) Adjustment

To qualify for a Green Card, you must be admissible to the United States. Reasons why you 
may be inadmissible are listed in INA 212(a) and are called grounds of inadmissibility.

In general, USCIS can only approve your Green Card application if none of the grounds of 
inadmissibility apply to you. If you are a VAWA self-petitioner, all the grounds of 
inadmissibility to you except for:

• Public charge (INA 212(a)(4)) 
• Entry without inspection (INA 212(a)(6)(A)) 

Depending on how you entered the United States or if you committed a particular act or 
violation of immigration law, other grounds of inadmissibility may apply to you. If you are 
inadmissible, the law may allow you to apply for a waiver of inadmissibility or other form of 
relief in your situation. See Form I-601, Application for Waiver of Grounds of Inadmissibility
and Form I-212, Application for Permission to Reapply for Admission into the United States 
after Deportation or Removal. If a waiver or other form of relief is granted, USCIS may 
approve your application for a Green Card if you are otherwise eligible.

Whether a waiver or other form of relief is available depends on the specific inadmissibility 
ground(s) that applies to you and the category you are adjusting under. Eligibility 
requirements for waivers and other forms of relief vary. For information on the grounds of 
inadmissibility and waivers, please see USCIS Policy Manual Volume 8, Admissibility and 
Volume 9, Waivers.

If you are currently in the United States and you meet certain other requirements (such as 
an immigrant visa is immediately available to you), you may file Form I-485, Application to 
Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status to apply for a Green Card without leaving the 
country.

You must have an approved Form I-360 in order to qualify for a Green Card. If a visa is 
immediately available to you, you do not have to wait until your Form I-360 is approved to 
file Form I-485.

Bars to Adjustment

Grounds of Inadmissibility

How to Apply



If you are a VAWA self-petitioner seeking to adjust status as an immediate relative, you may 
file Form I-485 at any time because visas are always immediately available for immediate 
relatives. If you are a VAWA self-petitioner seeking to adjust under a family-based preference 
category, you may need to wait for a visa to become available.

If a visa is immediately available, you may file your Form I-485:

• Together (“concurrently”) with your Form I-360; 
• While your Form I-360 is pending; or 
• After your Form I-360 is approved (and remains valid). 

For information on visa availability, see Visa Availability and Priority Dates, Adjustment of 
Status Filing Charts, and the Department of State website to view the Visa Bulletin.

If you already have a pending Form I-485 based on an approved Form I-130, Petition for 
Alien Relative that the abusive family member filed for you, you may request to convert your 
Form I-485 so that it is based on your VAWA self-petition. To make this request, you must 
notify the USCIS field office adjudicating the pending Form I-485 that you have filed a VAWA 
self-petition or that you will do so within 30 days. You should also provide the USCIS field 
office with a safe address where we can mail all future correspondence to you.

If you do not submit evidence that you filed a VAWA self-petition within 30 days of requesting 
to convert your Form I-485, USCIS may make a decision on your pending application based 
on the original Form I-130 filed by the abusive family member. Otherwise, if USCIS approves 
your VAWA self-petition, your application to adjust status will be based on the VAWA self-
petition instead of the original Form I-130.

If you are outside the United States, please see the Consular Processing page for 
information about how to apply for a Green Card as a VAWA self-petitioner.

If you filed a Form I-360 as a VAWA self-petitioner, you are called the “principal applicant” 
when you file a Form I-485. If you are the principal applicant, you should submit the 
following documents and evidence to adjust status:

• Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status; 
• Copy of the Form I-797, Approval Notice or Receipt, for your Form I-360 (unless you are 

filing Form I-360 together with your Form I-485); 
• Two passport-style photographs; 
• Copy of your government-issued identity document with photograph; 
• Copy of your birth certificate; 
• Form I-693, Report of Medical Examination and Vaccination Record (you may submit 

this form together with Form I-485 or later, for example, by mail when we request it or in 
person at your interview, if any); 

• Copy of your passport page with nonimmigrant visa (if applicable); 
• Copy of your passport page with admission or parole stamp (issued by a U.S. 

immigration officer) (if applicable); 
• Copy of Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record or copy of the U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection admission or parole stamp on the travel document (if applicable); 

What to Submit (Principal Applicant)



Note: If CBP provided you with an electronic Form I-94 upon your 
arrival/admission to the United States, you may print out a paper version of the 
Form I-94 from the CBP website at www.cbp.gov/I94;

• Certified police and court records of criminal charges, arrests, or convictions (if 
applicable); 

• Form I-601, Application for Waiver of Grounds of Inadmissibility (if applicable); 
• Form I-212, Application for Permission to Reapply for Admission into the United States 

After Deportation or Removal (if applicable); 
• Documentation of past or present J-1 or J-2 nonimmigrant status (if applicable), 

including proof of compliance with or a waiver of the 2-year foreign residence 
requirement under INA 212(e) (for more information, see Form I-612, Application for 
Waiver of the Foreign Residence Requirement); 

• If you currently hold A, G, or E nonimmigrant status, include Form I-508, Application for 
Waiver of Rights, Privileges, Exemptions and Immunities. Additionally, if you are a 
French national holding one of these statuses, you may also need to include Form I-
508F; and 

• Form I-566, Interagency Record of Request – A, G or NATO Dependent Employment 
Authorization or Change/Adjustment to/from A, G or NATO Status (only if you have A, G, 
or NATO nonimmigrant status). 

Note: Certain forms, including Form I-485, have a filing fee. You must submit the correct 
filing fee for each form unless you are exempt or eligible for a fee waiver. Please see USCIS’ 
Filing Fees and Fee Schedule for more information.

For more information on applying for adjustment of status, see the Instructions for Form I-
485 (PDF, 539 KB). Please also see our page on Tips for Filing Forms with USCIS.

Special confidentiality protections (described in 8 U.S.C. section 1367) apply to you as the 
VAWA self-petitioner. The law prohibits USCIS from denying your application based on 
information provided solely by your abuser and other prohibited sources. USCIS also cannot 
disclose any information about you to third parties, except in certain very limited 
circumstances. See USCIS Policy Manual, Volume 1, Part A, Chapter 5, Privacy and 
Confidentiality for more information.

Change of Address

USCIS will not accept requests for Change of Address submitted online, mailed to USCIS 
Lockbox facilities, or by telephonic requests at the National Benefits Center if you apply for 
adjustment as a VAWA self-petitioner. See the Special Instructions on our Change of Address 
Information page to learn how to update your address with us.

If you are the unmarried child under 21 years old of a VAWA-based principal applicant, you 
may also be eligible to apply for a Green Card as a derivative family member of an approved 
VAWA self-petitioner. However, you may not file as a derivative if the principal applicant is a 
self-petitioning parent of an abusive U.S. citizen son or daughter. For more information on 

Confidentiality Protections

Family Members



derivatives and eligibility for adjustment of status, please see USCIS Policy Manual Volume 7, 
Part A, Chapter 6, Section C, Subsection C - Derivatives.

Eligibility Criteria for Adjustment of Status as Derivative Applicants

Each derivative applicant must file their own Green Card application and supporting 
documents. In order to be eligible for VAWA-based adjustment as a derivative applicant, you 
must meet the following requirements:

• You properly file your Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or 
Adjust Status; 

• You are physically present in the United States at the time you filed your Form I-485; 
• An immigrant visa is immediately available to you; 
• None of the bars to adjustment of status apply to you; 
• You are admissible to the United States for lawful permanent residence or eligible for a 

waiver of inadmissibility or other form of relief; 
• You are currently the principal applicant’s unmarried child under 21 years of age; and 
• You merit the favorable exercise of USCIS’ discretion. 

Visa Availability for Derivative Applicants

If your parent is a VAWA self-petitioner and is the spouse or child of a U.S. citizen who was 
abusive, we consider your parent to be an immediate relative when determining whether a 
visa is available. You, as a derivative child, would also be considered as an immediate 
relative. In these cases, if there is a visa immediately available to your parent, you may 
submit a Form I-485 together with your parent’s Form I-485. You may also file your Form I-
485 separately based on your parent’s pending or approved Form I-485.

If your parent is a VAWA self-petitioner and is the spouse of a lawful permanent resident 
(LPR), you, as the derivative child, will generally have the same visa preference category and 
priority date as your self-petitioner parent. You can file your Form I-485 when a visa available 
for your preference category based on your priority date.

Protections for Derivatives Who Turn 21

In certain circumstances, if you turn 21 years old, you can still be treated as a child for 
immigration purposes. The Child Status Protection Act (CSPA) permits certain individuals to 
continue to be considered as a child, even if he or she reaches the age of 21. For more 
information, see the Child Status Protection Act page.

If you do not benefit from the CSPA, INA 204(a)(1)(D) may allow you to adjust status in a 
preference category when a visa becomes available. For example, if you were a derivative of 
an abused parent of an LPR spouse, you will move from the child of an LPR (F2A) category to 
the unmarried son or daughter of an LPR (F2B) category upon turning 21 years old so long as 
you remain unmarried. If your parent is an abused spouse of an LPR and you were included 
in your parent’s VAWA self-petition as a derivative child, you keep the priority date from that 
filing. If INA 204(a)(1)(D) applies to you, you are able to independently apply for a Green Card 
without filing a new VAWA self-petition.

What to Submit (Derivative Applicants)

If you are a derivative applicant, you should submit the following documentation and 
evidence to apply for a Green Card based on a VAWA self-petition:



• Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status; 
• Copy of the Form I-797, Approval or Receipt Notice, for the principal applicant’s Form I-

360 (unless you are filing your Form I-485 together with the principal applicant’s Form I-
485); 

• Copy of the Form I-797, Approval or Receipt Notice, for the principal applicant’s Form I-
485 or a copy of the principal applicant’s Green Card (if not filing together with the 
principal applicant’s Form I-485); 

• Copy of documentation showing your relationship to the principal applicant, such as a 
birth certificate or adoption decree; 

• Form I-693, Report of Medical Examination and Vaccination Record (you may submit 
this form together with Form I-485 or later, such as by mail when we request it or in 
person at your interview, if any); 

• Two passport-style photographs; 
• Copy of your government-issued identity document with photograph; 
• Copy of your birth certificate; 
• Copy of passport page with nonimmigrant visa (if applicable); 
• Copy of passport page with admission or parole stamp (issued by a U.S. immigration 

officer) (if applicable); 
• Copy of Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record or copy of the U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection admission or parole stamp on the travel document (if applicable); 

Note: If CBP provided you with an electronic Form I-94 upon your 
arrival/admission to the United States, you may print out a paper version of the 
Form I-94 from the CBP website at www.cbp.gov/I94;

• Certified police and court records of criminal charges, arrests, or convictions (if 
applicable); 

• Form I-601, Application for Waiver of Grounds of Inadmissibility (if applicable); 
• Form I-212, Application for Permission to Reapply for Admission into the United States 

After Deportation or Removal (if applicable); 
• Documentation of past or present J-1 or J-2 nonimmigrant status (if applicable), 

including proof of compliance with or a waiver of the 2-year foreign residence 
requirement under INA 212(e) (for more information, see Form I-612, Application for 
Waiver of the Foreign Residence Requirement); 

• If you currently hold A, G, or E nonimmigrant status, include Form I-508, Application for 
Waiver of Rights, Privileges, Exemptions and Immunities. Additionally, if you are a 
French national holding one of these statuses, you may also need to include Form I-
508F; and 

• Form I-566, Interagency Record of Request – A, G or NATO Dependent Employment 
Authorization or Change/Adjustment to/from A, G or NATO Status (only if you have A, G, 
or NATO nonimmigrant status) 

Note: Certain forms, including Form I-485, have a filing fee. You must submit the correct 
filing fee for each form unless you are exempt or eligible for a fee waiver. Please see USCIS’ 
Filing Fees and Fee Schedule for more information.



Generally, when you have a pending Form I-485, you may apply for employment 
authorization by filing Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization.

You may also apply for an advance parole document by filing Form I-131, Application for 
Travel Document. An advance parole document authorizes you to appear at a port-of-entry 
to seek parole into the United States after temporary travel abroad. If you need to leave the 
United States temporarily while your Form I-485 is pending, please see the Instructions for 
Application for Travel Document for more information. Generally, if you have a pending 
Form I-485 and you leave the United States without first obtaining an advance parole 
document, you will have abandoned your application.

For further information, see our Employment Authorization and Travel Documents pages.

For more information, see the following:

• INA 201(b)(2)(A)(i) – Aliens Not Subject to Direct Numerical Limitations 
• INA 204(a)(1)(A)(ii) – Procedure for Granting Immigrant Status 
• INA 204(a)(1)(D) – Petitioning Procedure 
• INA 212 – Excludable Aliens 
• INA 245 – Adjustment of Status of Nonimmigrant to that of a Person Admitted for 

Permanent Residence 
• 8 CFR 204.2(i)(1)(iv) – Petitions for relatives, widows and widowers, and abused spouses 

and children 
• 8 CFR 245 - Adjustment of Status to that of a Person Admitted for Permanent Residence 
• USCIS Policy Manual, Volume 7, Part A, Adjustment of Status Policies and Procedures
• USCIS Policy Manual, Volume 7, Part B, 245(a) Adjustment
• USCIS Policy Manual Volume 8, Admissibility
• USCIS Policy Manual Volume 9, Waivers
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