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U-VISA PROTOCOL FOR ASSISTING IMMIGRANT VICTIMSOF
CRIME
(Supersedes DB 09-029)

TheU-Visa:

In 2000, The United States Congress created the U-Visaunder the Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA) in order to providerelief to eigibleimmigrantswho are victims of
certaincrimes. Theintent of Congresswas. (1) to strengthenthe ability of law
enforcement agenciesto detect, investigateand prosecutecase(s) of domesticviolence,
sexual assault, human trafficking, etc. (refer to the crimeslist below); and (2) to offer
protectionto the victimsof such crimes.

Typesof Crime Cases.

* Rape, torture, incest.

* Domedticviolence.

Sexud assault, abusive sexual contact, forced prostitution/trafficking, sexual
exploitation, female genital mutilation.

Involuntary servitude, slavetrade, trafficking.

Unlawful criminal restraint, being held hostage.

Kidnapping, abduction, fal seimprisonment.

Blackmail, extortion.

Mandaughter, murder.

Felonious assaullt.

Witnesstampering, obstruction of justice, perjury.

Attempt, conspiracy or solicitationto commit any of these crimes.

Benefitsof possessinga U-Visa:

If approved for a U-Visa, the crime victim applicantis permitted to live and work legally
inthe United Statesfor the duration of the U-Visa(not to exceed four years). Attheend
of thethird year, U-Visarecipient may be eligibleto agpply to adjust hisor her statusto
lawful permanent residence(commonly knownasa'*green card").

Receiving aU-Visadoes not directly or necessarily lead to lawful permanent residency
for U-Visavictims,

(over)



Qual cationsfor aU-Visa:
Crimevictimsmust meet all of thefollowingqualificationsto agpply for aU-Visa

e Mugt beavictim of seriouscrimesresultingin physical or mental abuse.

*  Mugt possessinformation about the crime.

*  Mugt be cooperative or likely to be helpful in theinvestigationor prosecution of
serious crime(s).
The crime(s) must have violated U.S laws (including violationsof the Cdifornia
Pena Code) or have occurred withinthe U.S

Roleof Law Enforcement:

Patrol Officersshould refer victimsto the Domestic Violence ResponseUnit (DVRU) at
the Thomas J. Cahill Hal of Justice, 850 Bryant Street, Room # 454. Membersof the
DVRU will makethe determinationif thevictimiseligibleto quaify for a U-Visabased
upon the stated criteria

When Patrol Officersencounter animmigrant who isavictim of a serious crime(s) as
noted above:

1. Conduct the preliminary investigation, prepare an SFPD Incident Report and
arrest the suspect(s), if appropriate.
2. Explainthe possibility of obtaininga U-Visaapplicationto thevictim.

Remember:

. Do not promisetheissuanceof a U-Visa
o Do not attempt to determinethe victim's digibility.

« Do not attempt to determinethe victim's substantid suffering or level of

helpfulnessin theinvestigation.
. TheDVRU will assst digiblevictimswiththe U-Visaprocess.

Membersare reminded of the provisionsof DGO 5.15, " Enforcement of Immigration
Laws" which strictly prohibitstheinvestigation and detention of any individua solelv
because of his/her national origin, gppearance, inability to speak English, or his/her
immigration status.

. If you have questions about U-Visas, pleasenotify the DVRU during business hours
(0800 hrs-1700 hrs) at 553-9225.

Membersassigned to the Airport Bureau will follow San Mateo protocolsrelated to the
notificationsfor incidents reported at the San Francisco I nternationa Airport.
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