
Oklahoma Family Law – Jurisdiction and Service of 
Process 
By Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP – March 31, 2021 

Disclaimer: This Toolkit was developed under grant number SJI-20-E-005 from the State Justice Institute. The 
points of view expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of 
the State Justice Institute. While the Jurisdiction and Service of Process Chart is a useful resource, it does not 
remove the responsibility of each and every lawyer to engage in original analysis and research. 

Custody Determination – Jurisdiction 

Initial Custody Determination – 43 O.K. Stat. §43-551-201 (2014) 
(https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-43/section-43-551-201/)  
Permissible if: 
1. This state is the home state of the child on the date of the commencement of the proceeding, or was the 
home state of the child within six (6) months before the commencement of the proceeding and the child is 
absent from this state, but a parent or person acting as a parent continues to live in this state; 
2. A court of another state does not have jurisdiction under paragraph 1 of this subsection, or a court of 
the home state of the child has declined to exercise jurisdiction on the ground that this state is the more 
appropriate forum under Section 19 or 20 of this act, and: 
a. the child and the child's parents, or the child and at least one parent or a person acting as a parent, have 
a significant connection with this state other than mere physical presence, and 
b. substantial evidence is available in this state concerning the child's care, protection, training, and 
personal relationships; 
3. All courts having jurisdiction under paragraph 1 or 2 of this subsection have declined to exercise 
jurisdiction on the ground that a court of this state is the more appropriate forum to determine the custody 
of the child under Section 19 or 20 of this act; or 
4. No court of any other state would have jurisdiction under the criteria specified in paragraph 1, 2, or 3 of 
this subsection. 
Subsection A of this section is the exclusive jurisdictional basis for making a child custody determination 
by a court of this state. 
Physical presence of, or personal jurisdiction over, a party or a child is not necessary or sufficient to make 
a child custody determination. 

Temporary Emergency Jurisdiction relating to Child Custody – See 43 O.K. Stat. §43-551-204(A) 
(2014) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-43/section-43-551-204/) – a court of this state 
has temporary emergency jurisdiction if the child is present in this state and the child has been abandoned 
or it is necessary in an emergency to protect the child because the child, or a sibling or parent of the child, 
is subjected to or threatened with mistreatment or abuse. 

Custody Determination – Service/Notification Requirements  

43 OK Stat § 43-551-108 (2016) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2016/title-43/section-43-551-
108/)  
NOTICE TO PERSONS OUTSIDE STATE 
A. Notice required for the exercise of jurisdiction when a person is outside this state may be given in the 
manner provided in Section 2004 of Title 12 of the Oklahoma Statutes or by the law of the state in which 
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the service is made. Notice must be given in a manner reasonably calculated to give actual notice but may 
be by publication if other means are not effective. 
B. Proof of service may be made in the manner provided in Section 2004 of Title 12 of the Oklahoma 
Statutes or by the law of the state in which the service is made. 
C. Notice is not required for the exercise of jurisdiction with respect to a person who submits to the 
jurisdiction of the court. 

12 OK Stat § 12-2004 (2014) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-12/section-12-2004/)  
Service shall be made as follows: 
(1)upon an individual other than an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age or an incompetent 
person, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition personally or by leaving copies thereof at 
the person's dwelling house or usual place of abode with some person then residing therein who is fifteen 
(15) years of age or older or by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to an agent 
authorized by appointment or by law to receive service of process, 
(2)upon an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age, by serving the summons and petition 
personally and upon either of the infant's parents or guardian, or if they cannot be found, then upon the 
person having the care or control of the infant or with whom the infant lives; and upon an incompetent 
person by serving the summons and petition personally and upon the incompetent person's guardian, 
(3)upon a domestic or foreign corporation or upon a partnership or other unincorporated association 
which is subject to suit under a common name, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to 
an officer, a managing or general agent, or to any other agent authorized by appointment or by law to 
receive service of process and, if the agent is one authorized by statute to receive service and the statute 
so requires, by also mailing a copy to the defendant, 
(4)upon the United States or an officer or agency thereof in the manner specified by Federal Rule 
of Civil Procedure 4, 
(5)upon a state, county, school district, public trust or municipal corporation or other governmental 
organization thereof subject to suit, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the officer 
or individual designated by specific statute; however, if there is no statute, then upon the chief executive 
officer or a clerk, secretary, or other official whose duty it is to maintain the official records of the 
organization, and 
(6)upon an inmate incarcerated in an institution under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of 
Corrections, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the warden or superintendent or 
the designee of the warden or superintendent of the institution where the inmate is housed. It shall be the 
duty of the receiving warden or superintendent or a designee to promptly deliver the summons and 
petition to the 
inmate named therein. The warden or superintendent or his or her designee shall reject service of process 
for any inmate who is not actually present in said institution. 
2. SERVICE BY MAIL. 
a. At the election of the plaintiff, a summons and petition may be served by mail by the plaintiff's 
attorney, any person authorized to serve process pursuant to subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of this 
subsection, or by the court clerk upon a defendant of any class referred to in division (1), (3) or (5) of 
subparagraph c of paragraph 1 of this subsection. Service by mail shall be effective on the date of receipt 
or if refused, on the date of refusal of the summons and petition by the defendant. 
b. Service by mail shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and petition by certified mail, 
return receipt requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. When there is more than one defendant, 
the summons and a copy of the petition or order shall be mailed in a separate envelope to each defendant. 
If the summons is to be served by mail by the court clerk, the court clerk shall enclose the summons and a 
copy of the petition or order of the court to be served in an envelope, prepared by the plaintiff, addressed 
to the defendant, or to the resident service agent if one has been appointed. The court clerk shall prepay 
the postage and mail the envelope to the defendant, or service agent, by certified mail, return receipt 
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requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. The return receipt shall be prepared by the plaintiff. 
Service by mail to a garnishee shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and notice by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, and at the election of the judgment creditor by restricted delivery, 
to the addressee. 
c. Service by mail shall not be the basis for the entry of a default or a judgment by default unless the 
record contains a return receipt showing acceptance by the defendant or a returned envelope showing 
refusal of the process by the defendant. Acceptance or refusal of service by mail by a person who is 
fifteen (15) years of age or older who resides at the defendant's dwelling house or usual place of abode 
shall constitute acceptance or refusal by the party addressed. 

Paternity and Child Support Proceeding – Jurisdiction 

Proceeding to Establish, Enforce, Modify Support Order or Determine Parentage – 43 OK Stat § 43-
601-201 (2017) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2017/title-43/section-43-601-201/)  
Jurisdiction permitted over non-resident individual if: 
1. The individual is personally served with summons within this state; 
2. The individual submits to the jurisdiction of this state by consent in a record, by entering a general 
appearance, or by filing a responsive document having the effect of waiving any contest to personal 
jurisdiction; 
3. The individual resided with the child in this state; 
4. The individual resided in this state and provided prenatal expenses or support for the child; 
5. The child resides in this state as a result of the acts or directives of the individual; 
6. The individual engaged in sexual intercourse in this state and the child may have been conceived by 
that act of intercourse; 
7. The individual asserted parentage of a child in the putative father registry maintained in this state by 
the Oklahoma Department of Human Services; or 
8. There is any other basis consistent with the constitutions of this state and the United States for the 
exercise of personal jurisdiction. 

Paternity and Child Support Proceeding – Service/Notification Requirements 

12 OK Stat § 12-2004 (2014) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-12/section-12-2004/)  
Service shall be made as follows: 
(1)upon an individual other than an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age or an incompetent 
person, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition personally or by leaving copies thereof at 
the person's dwelling house or usual place of abode with some person then residing therein who is fifteen 
(15) years of age or older or by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to an agent 
authorized by appointment or by law to receive service of process, 
(2)upon an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age, by serving the summons and petition 
personally and upon either of the infant's parents or guardian, or if they cannot be found, then upon the 
person having the care or control of the infant or with whom the infant lives; and upon an incompetent 
person by serving the summons and petition personally and upon the incompetent person's guardian, 
(3)upon a domestic or foreign corporation or upon a partnership or other unincorporated association 
which is subject to suit under a common name, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to 
an officer, a managing or general agent, or to any other agent authorized by appointment or by law to 
receive service of process and, if the agent is one authorized by statute to receive service and the statute 
so requires, by also mailing a copy to the defendant, 
(4)upon the United States or an officer or agency thereof in the manner specified by Federal Rule of 
Civil Procedure 4, 
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(5)upon a state, county, school district, public trust or municipal corporation or other governmental 
organization thereof subject to suit, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the officer 
or individual 
designated by specific statute; however, if there is no statute, then upon the chief executive officer or a 
clerk, secretary, or other official whose duty it is to maintain the official records of the organization, and 
(6)upon an inmate incarcerated in an institution under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of 
Corrections, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the warden or superintendent or 
the designee of the warden or superintendent of the institution where the inmate is housed. It shall be the 
duty 
of the receiving warden or superintendent or a designee to promptly deliver the summons and petition to 
the inmate named therein. The warden or superintendent or his or her designee shall reject service of 
process for any inmate who is not actually present in said institution. 
2. SERVICE BY MAIL. 
a. At the election of the plaintiff, a summons and petition may be served by mail by the plaintiff's 
attorney, any person authorized to serve process pursuant to subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of this 
subsection, or by the court clerk upon a defendant of any class referred to in division (1), (3) or (5) of 
subparagraph c of paragraph 1 of this subsection. Service by mail shall be effective on the date of receipt 
or if refused, on the date of refusal of the summons and petition by the defendant. 
b. Service by mail shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and petition by certified mail, 
return receipt requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. When there is more than one defendant, 
the summons and a copy of the petition or order shall be mailed in a separate envelope to each defendant. 
If the summons is to be served by mail by the court clerk, the court clerk shall enclose the summons and a 
copy of the petition or order of the court to be served in an envelope, prepared by the plaintiff, addressed 
to the defendant, or to the resident service agent if one has been appointed. The court clerk shall prepay 
the postage and mail the envelope to the defendant, or service agent, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. The return receipt shall be prepared by the plaintiff. 
Service by mail to a garnishee shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and notice by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, and at the election of the judgment creditor by restricted delivery, 
to the addressee. 
c. Service by mail shall not be the basis for the entry of a default or a judgment by default unless the 
record contains a return receipt showing acceptance by the defendant or a returned envelope showing 
refusal of the process by the defendant. Acceptance or refusal of service by mail by a person who is 
fifteen (15) years of age or older who resides at the defendant's dwelling house or usual place of abode 
shall constitute acceptance or refusal by the party addressed. 

Child Abuse/Neglect Proceeding – Jurisdiction  

Jurisdiction over proceedings to terminate parental rights and proceedings for the adoption of a minor 
commenced pursuant to the Oklahoma Adoption Code shall be governed by the Uniform Child Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act as provided in Sections 551-101 through 551-402 of Title 43 of the 
Oklahoma Statutes. See 10 OK Stat § 7502-1.1.
(http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?lookup=Next&listorder=115100&dbCode=
STOKS  T10&year=)  

Child Abuse/Neglect Proceeding – Service/Notification Requirements 

12 OK Stat § 12-2004 (2014) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-12/section-12-2004/)  
Service shall be made as follows: 



5 

(1)upon an individual other than an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age or an incompetent 
person, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition personally or by leaving copies thereof at 
the person's dwelling house or usual place of abode with some person then residing therein who is fifteen 
(15) years of age or older or by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to an agent 
authorized by appointment or by law to receive service of process, 
(2)upon an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age, by serving the summons and petition 
personally and upon either of the infant's parents or guardian, or if they cannot be found, then upon the 
person having the care or control of the infant or with whom the infant lives; and upon an incompetent 
person by serving the summons and petition personally and upon the incompetent person's guardian, 
(3)upon a domestic or foreign corporation or upon a partnership or other unincorporated association 
which is subject to suit under a common name, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to 
an officer, a managing or general agent, or to any other agent authorized by appointment or by law to 
receive service of process and, if the agent is one authorized by statute to receive service and the statute 
so requires, by also mailing a copy to the defendant, 
(4)upon the United States or an officer or agency thereof in the manner specified by Federal Rule of 
Civil Procedure 4, 
(5)upon a state, county, school district, public trust or municipal corporation or other governmental 
organization thereof subject to suit, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the officer 
or individual designated by specific statute; however, if there is no statute, then upon the chief executive 
officer or a clerk, secretary, or other official whose duty it is to maintain the official records of the 
organization, and 
(6)upon an inmate incarcerated in an institution under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of 
Corrections, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the warden or superintendent or 
the designee of the warden or superintendent of the institution where the inmate is housed. It shall be the 
duty of the receiving warden or superintendent or a designee to promptly deliver the summons and 
petition to the inmate named therein. The warden or superintendent or his or her designee shall reject 
service of process for any inmate who is not actually present in said institution. 
2. SERVICE BY MAIL. 
a. At the election of the plaintiff, a summons and petition may be served by mail by the plaintiff's 
attorney, any person authorized to serve process pursuant to subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of this 
subsection, or by the court clerk upon a defendant of any class referred to in division (1), (3) or (5) of 
subparagraph c of paragraph 1 of this subsection. Service by mail shall be effective on the date of receipt 
or if refused, on the date of refusal of the summons and petition by the defendant. 
b. Service by mail shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and petition by certified mail, 
return receipt requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. When there is more than one defendant, 
the summons and a copy of the petition or order shall be mailed in a separate envelope to each defendant. 
If the summons is to be served by mail by the court clerk, the court clerk shall enclose the summons and a 
copy of the petition or order of the court to be served in an envelope, prepared by the plaintiff, addressed 
to the defendant, or to the resident service agent if one has been appointed. The court clerk shall prepay 
the postage and mail the envelope to the defendant, or service agent, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. The return receipt shall be prepared by the plaintiff. 
Service by mail to a garnishee shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and notice by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, and at the election of the judgment creditor by restricted delivery, 
to the addressee. 
c. Service by mail shall not be the basis for the entry of a default or a judgment by default unless the 
record contains a return receipt showing acceptance by the defendant or a returned envelope showing 
refusal of the process by the defendant. Acceptance or refusal of service by mail by a person who is 
fifteen (15) years of age or older who resides at the defendant's dwelling house or usual place of abode 
shall constitute acceptance or refusal by the party addressed. 
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Divorce and Legal Separation – Jurisdiction 

Oklahoma has a patchwork of laws related to minimum contacts. Laws related to marriage and family are 
codified by 43 OK Stat § 43-601-201 (2016) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2016/title-
43/section-43-601-201/).  
A. In a proceeding to establish or enforce a support order or to determine parentage of a child, a tribunal 
of this state may exercise personal jurisdiction over a nonresident individual or the individual's guardian 
or conservator if: 
1. The individual is personally served with summons within this state; 
2. The individual submits to the jurisdiction of this state by consent, by entering a general appearance, or 
by filing a responsive document having the effect of waiving any contest to personal jurisdiction; 
3. The individual resided with the child in this state; 
4. The individual resided in this state and provided prenatal expenses or support for the child; 
5. The child resides in this state as a result of the acts or directives of the individual; 
6. The individual engaged in sexual intercourse in this state and the child may have been conceived by 
that act of intercourse; 
7. The individual asserted parentage of a child in the putative father registry maintained in this state by 
the appropriate agency; or 
8. There is any other basis consistent with the constitutions of this state and the United States for the 
exercise of personal jurisdiction. 
B. The bases of personal jurisdiction set forth in subsection A of this section or in any other law of this 
state may not be used to acquire personal jurisdiction for a tribunal of this state to modify a child support 
order of another state unless the requirements of Section 601-611 of this title are met, or, in the case of a 
foreign support order, unless the requirements of Section 601-615 are met. 

Divorce and Legal Separation – Service/Notification Requirements 

12 OK Stat § 12-2004 (2014) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-12/section-12-2004/)  
Service shall be made as follows: 
(1)upon an individual other than an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age or an incompetent 
person, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition personally or by leaving copies thereof at 
the person's dwelling house or usual place of abode with some person then residing therein who is fifteen 
(15) years of age or older or by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to an agent 
authorized by appointment or by law to receive service of process, 
(2)upon an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age, by serving the summons and petition 
personally and upon either of the infant's parents or guardian, or if they cannot be found, then upon the 
person having the care or control of the infant or with whom the infant lives; and upon an incompetent 
person by serving the summons and petition personally and upon the incompetent person's guardian, 
(3)upon a domestic or foreign corporation or upon a partnership or other unincorporated association 
which is subject to suit under a common name, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to 
an officer, a managing or general agent, or to any other agent authorized by appointment or by law to 
receive service of process and, if the agent is one authorized by statute to receive service and the statute 
so requires, by also mailing a copy to the defendant, 
(4)upon the United States or an officer or agency thereof in the manner specified by Federal Rule of 
Civil Procedure 4, 
(5)upon a state, county, school district, public trust or municipal corporation or other governmental 
organization thereof subject to suit, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the officer 
or individual designated by specific statute; however, if there is no statute, then upon the chief executive 
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officer or a clerk, secretary, or other official whose duty it is to maintain the official records of the 
organization, and (6)upon an inmate incarcerated in an institution under the jurisdiction and control of the 
Department of Corrections, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the warden or 
superintendent or the designee of the warden or superintendent of the institution where the inmate is 
housed. It shall be the duty of the receiving warden or superintendent or a designee to promptly deliver 
the summons and petition to the inmate named therein. The warden or superintendent or his or her 
designee shall reject service of process for any inmate who is not actually present in said institution. 
2. SERVICE BY MAIL. 
a. At the election of the plaintiff, a summons and petition may be served by mail by the plaintiff's 
attorney, any person authorized to serve process pursuant to subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of this 
subsection, or by the court clerk upon a defendant of any class referred to in division (1), (3) or (5) of 
subparagraph c of paragraph 1 of this subsection. Service by mail shall be effective on the date of receipt 
or if refused, on the date of refusal of the summons and petition by the defendant. 
b. Service by mail shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and petition by certified mail, 
return receipt requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. When there is more than one defendant, 
the summons and a copy of the petition or order shall be mailed in a separate envelope to each defendant. 
If the summons is to be served by mail by the court clerk, the court clerk shall enclose the summons and a 
copy of the petition or order of the court to be served in an envelope, prepared by the plaintiff, addressed 
to the defendant, or to the resident service agent if one has been appointed. The court clerk shall prepay 
the postage and mail the envelope to the defendant, or service agent, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. The return receipt shall be prepared by the plaintiff. 
Service by mail to a garnishee shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and notice by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, and at the election of the judgment creditor by restricted delivery, 
to the addressee. 
c. Service by mail shall not be the basis for the entry of a default or a judgment by default unless the 
record contains a return receipt showing acceptance by the defendant or a returned envelope showing 
refusal of the process by the defendant. Acceptance or refusal of service by mail by a person who is 
fifteen (15) years of age or older who resides at the defendant's dwelling house or usual place of abode 
shall constitute acceptance or refusal by the party addressed. 

Adoption Proceeding – Jurisdiction 

Jurisdiction over proceedings to terminate parental rights and proceedings for the adoption of a minor 
commenced pursuant to the Oklahoma Adoption Code shall be governed by the Uniform Child Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act as provided in Sections 551-101 through 551-402 of Title 43 of the 
Oklahoma Statutes. See 10 OK Stat § 7502-1.1
(http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?lookup=Next&listorder=115100&dbCode=
STOKS T10&year=)  

Adoption Proceeding – Service/Notification Requirements 

12 OK Stat § 12-2004 (2014) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-12/section-12-2004/)  
Service shall be made as follows: 
(1)upon an individual other than an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age or an incompetent 
person, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition personally or by leaving copies thereof at 
the person's dwelling house or usual place of abode with some person then residing therein who is fifteen 
(15) years of age or older or by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to an agent 
authorized by appointment or by law to receive service of process, 
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(2)upon an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age, by serving the summons and petition 
personally and upon either of the infant's parents or guardian, or if they cannot be found, then upon the 
person having the care or control of the infant or with whom the infant lives; and upon an incompetent 
person by serving the summons and petition personally and upon the incompetent person's guardian, 
(3)upon a domestic or foreign corporation or upon a partnership or other unincorporated association 
which is subject to suit under a common name, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition 
to an officer, a managing or general agent, or to any other agent authorized by appointment or by law to 
receive service of process and, if the agent is one authorized by statute to receive service and the statute 
so requires, by also mailing a copy to the defendant, 
(4)upon the United States or an officer or agency thereof in the manner specified by Federal Rule of 
Civil Procedure 4, 
(5)upon a state, county, school district, public trust or municipal corporation or other governmental 
organization thereof subject to suit, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the officer 
or individual designated by specific statute; however, if there is no statute, then upon the chief executive 
officer or a clerk, secretary, or other official whose duty it is to maintain the official records of the 
organization, and 
(6)upon an inmate incarcerated in an institution under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of 
Corrections, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the warden or superintendent or 
the designee of the warden or superintendent of the institution where the inmate is housed. It shall be the 
duty of the receiving warden or superintendent or a designee to promptly deliver the summons and 
petition to the 
inmate named therein. The warden or superintendent or his or her designee shall reject service of process 
for any inmate who is not actually present in said institution. 
2. SERVICE BY MAIL. 
a. At the election of the plaintiff, a summons and petition may be served by mail by the plaintiff's 
attorney, any person authorized to serve process pursuant to subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of this 
subsection, or by the court clerk upon a defendant of any class referred to in division (1), (3) or (5) of 
subparagraph c of paragraph 1 of this subsection. Service by mail shall be effective on the date of receipt 
or if refused, on the date of refusal of the summons and petition by the defendant. 
b. Service by mail shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and petition by certified mail, 
return receipt requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. When there is more than one defendant, 
the summons and a copy of the petition or order shall be mailed in a separate envelope to each defendant. 
If the summons is to be served by mail by the court clerk, the court clerk shall enclose the summons and a 
copy of the petition or order of the court to be served in an envelope, prepared by the plaintiff, addressed 
to the defendant, or to the resident service agent if one has been appointed. The court clerk shall prepay 
the postage and mail the envelope to the defendant, or service agent, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. The return receipt shall be prepared by the plaintiff. 
Service by mail to a garnishee shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and notice by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, and at the election of the judgment creditor by restricted delivery, 
to the addressee. 
c. Service by mail shall not be the basis for the entry of a default or a judgment by default unless the 
record contains a return receipt showing acceptance by the defendant or a returned envelope showing 
refusal of the process by the defendant. Acceptance or refusal of service by mail by a person who is 
fifteen (15) years of age or older who resides at the defendant's dwelling house or usual place of abode 
shall constitute acceptance or refusal by the party addressed. 

Domestic Violence – Jurisdiction 

Jurisdiction – Who may seek and how. 22 OK Stat § 22-60.2 (2014)  
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(https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-22/section-22-60.2/)  

A victim of domestic abuse, a victim of stalking, a victim of harassment, a victim of rape, any adult or 
emancipated minor household member on behalf of any other family or household member who is a 
minor or incompetent, or any minor age sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) years may seek relief under the 
provisions of the Protection from Domestic Abuse Act. 
• The person seeking relief may file a petition for a protective order with the district court in the 

county in which the victim resides, the county in which the defendant resides, or the county in 
which the domestic violence occurred. 

• The person seeking relief shall provide a copy of the complaint that was filed with the law 
enforcement agency at the full hearing if the complaint is not available from the law enforcement 
agency. 

• The filing of a petition for a protective order shall not require jurisdiction or venue of the criminal 
offense if either the plaintiff or defendant resides in the county. 

Domestic Violence– Service/Notification Requirements  

12 OK Stat § 12-2004 (2014) (https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-12/section-12-2004/)  
Service shall be made as follows: 
(1)upon an individual other than an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age or an incompetent 
person, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition personally or by leaving copies thereof at 
the person's dwelling house or usual place of abode with some person then residing therein who is fifteen 
(15) years of age or older or by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to an agent 
authorized by appointment or by law to receive service of process, 
(2)upon an infant who is less than fifteen (15) years of age, by serving the summons and petition 
personally and upon either of the infant's parents or guardian, or if they cannot be found, then upon the 
person having the care or control of the infant or with whom the infant lives; and upon an incompetent 
person by serving the summons and petition personally and upon the incompetent person's guardian, 
(3)upon a domestic or foreign corporation or upon a partnership or other unincorporated association 
which is subject to suit under a common name, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to 
an officer, a managing or general agent, or to any other agent authorized by appointment or by law to 
receive service of process and, if the agent is one authorized by statute to receive service and the statute 
so requires, by also mailing a copy to the defendant, 
(4)upon the United States or an officer or agency thereof in the manner specified by Federal Rule of Civil 
Procedure 4, 
(5)upon a state, county, school district, public trust or municipal corporation or other governmental 
organization thereof subject to suit, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the officer 
or individual designated by specific statute; however, if there is no statute, then upon the chief executive 
officer or a clerk, secretary, or other official whose duty it is to maintain the official records of the 
organization, and 
(6)upon an inmate incarcerated in an institution under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of 
Corrections, by delivering a copy of the summons and of the petition to the warden or superintendent or 
the designee of the warden or superintendent of the institution where the inmate is housed. It shall be the 
duty of the receiving warden or superintendent or a designee to promptly deliver the summons and 
petition to the inmate named therein. The warden or superintendent or his or her designee shall reject 
service of process for any inmate who is not actually present in said institution. 
2. SERVICE BY MAIL. 
a. At the election of the plaintiff, a summons and petition may be served by mail by the plaintiff's 
attorney, any person authorized to serve process pursuant to subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of this 
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subsection, or by the court clerk upon a defendant of any class referred to in division (1), (3) or (5) of 
subparagraph c of paragraph 1 of this subsection. Service by mail shall be effective on the date of receipt 
or if refused, on the date of refusal of the summons and petition by the defendant. 
b. Service by mail shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and petition by certified mail, 
return receipt requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. When there is more than one defendant, 
the summons and a copy of the petition or order shall be mailed in a separate envelope to each defendant. 
If the summons is to be served by mail by the court clerk, the court clerk shall enclose the summons and a 
copy of the petition or order of the court to be served in an envelope, prepared by the plaintiff, addressed 
to the defendant, or to the resident service agent if one has been appointed. The court clerk shall prepay 
the postage and mail the envelope to the defendant, or service agent, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested and delivery restricted to the addressee. The return receipt shall be prepared by the plaintiff. 
Service by mail to a garnishee shall be accomplished by mailing a copy of the summons and notice by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, and at the election of the judgment creditor by restricted delivery, 
to the addressee. 
c. Service by mail shall not be the basis for the entry of a default or a judgment by default unless the 
record contains a return receipt showing acceptance by the defendant or a returned envelope showing 
refusal of the process by the defendant. Acceptance or refusal of service by mail by a person who is 
fifteen (15) years of age or older who resides at the defendant's dwelling house or usual place of abode 
shall constitute acceptance or refusal by the party addressed. 
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