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 Brief introductions
 Discussion with Judge Gonzalez
 Overview of Community of Practice (COP)
 COP process
 Discussion of Priorities
 Choosing topics for the next 2-4 COP meetings
 Resources
 Next Steps



 In the chat box, share your:
 Name; 
 State; 
 Organization; and 
 Briefly the primary reason you joined 

this COP





The Hon. Ramona Gonzalez
LaCrosse, Wisconsin



 What kinds of experiences have you had 
representing domestic violence or sexual 
assault survivors in an immigration context 
would you like to share?  
 Raise your hand or type in the chat box.  





 “She only wants the CPO to get immigration 
status.”

 “He should get custody of the children because 
he is a citizen and she’ll just take the kids to 
another country.”

 “I’m afraid to call the police; if I do I will be 
deported.”

 “She just made up the sexual assault charge to 
get a visa.”





 In the chat box, share what has been 
useful to you in explaining dynamics:
 Particular resources?  
 Certain way of phrasing/ framing an issue?



 Ch. 1.1- Dynamics of Domestic Violence Experienced 
by Immigrant Victims 
http://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/cultural-
competency/dynamics-of-violence-against-
immigrant-women/1.1-Dynamics-of-Domestic-
Violence-in-Immigrant-Families-MANUAL-
BB.pdf/view

 Characteristics of Help-Seeking Behaviors, Resources 
and Service Needs of Battered Immigrant Latinas: 
Legal and Policy Implications 
http://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/cultural-
competency/dynamics-of-violence-against-
immigrant-women/CULTCOMP_Georgetown-Imm-
Victim-Helpseeking2000.pdf

 Technical Assistance- info@niwap.org or  
202-274-4457

http://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/cultural-competency/dynamics-of-violence-against-immigrant-women/1.1-Dynamics-of-Domestic-Violence-in-Immigrant-Families-MANUAL-BB.pdf/view
http://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/cultural-competency/dynamics-of-violence-against-immigrant-women/CULTCOMP_Georgetown-Imm-Victim-Helpseeking2000.pdf
mailto:info@niwap.org




 Prepare your thoughts.
 Minimize disruptions.
 Actively participate.
 Protect confidences.
 Be candid.  
 Respect others and their ideas.  
 Stretch yourself.  
 Build relationships.  



 Raise your hand if you want to speak

 Type questions or comments in the chat box.  



 Child custody/visitation 
 Getting magistrates & judges to understand the 

impact/ dynamics of domestic violence
 Obtaining child/spousal support orders
 Proof of abuse
 Positive divorce outcomes
 Getting U visas certifications signed
 Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) 
 Obtaining restraining orders
 Hague Cases
 Working with Guardian ad litems



 Child custody
 Protection orders
 Divorce
 Juvenile court proceedings
 Connecting to culturally specific resources
 U & T Visas
 Intersection between an immigration case & 

family law case
 Dealing with opposing parties abroad
 Economic relief for survivors



 Type in the chat box- what issues should we 
cover first?  

 Among the issues listed in applications, where 
do we want to start as a COP? 



 Discussion:  Which issues should we focus on 
first?
 For the next 2-4 COP convenings? 

 Let’s take a poll of on what appear to be the top 
priorities based on our discussion.



 In your ideal world what types of tools would 
you most want to have to support your work 
with immigrant survivors in family court?
 Raise your hand to discuss, Or
 Type in the chat box



niwap.org             niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu



 Tuesday, April 14 – 2:00pm EST
 Thursday, May 28- 2:00pm EST
 Tuesday, June 16, 2015- 3:00pm EST
 Tuesday, July 28, 2015- 2:00pm EST
 Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2015- 2:00pm EST



 Check-ins with Rocio & Spencer
 Will call entire group over the course of the 

year; will check in with 10-15 members before 
the next call.  

 Survey Monkey Questionnaire
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CommunityofPractice1

 Format & Helpfulness of call?
 Additional resources that would be helpful?
 Any other comments?
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