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Join the National Judicial 
Network (NJN)
* Forum on Human Trafficking and Immigration in State 

Courts
* What is the NJN
* Opportunity to engage in discussions with other judges
* Receive latest information
* Peer-to-Peer training opportunities
* Get your questions answered
* Receive the information you need through 

* Webinars, trainings, and technical assistance 
* Bench cards, tools and training materials

* Judicial Officers join the NJN ---
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGY9VJM

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGY9VJM


Why Focus on Stalking?

* Victims report experiencing stalking at a 
significantly higher rate than the justice system 
identifies

* Stalking frequently co-occurs with other crimes and 
is a risk factor for homicide*

* Judges and court staff may be stalked by offenders

Spencer, C.M. & Stith, S.M. (2018). Risk Factors for Male Perpetration and 
Female Victimization of Intimate Partner Homicide: A Meta-Analysis. Trauma, 
Violence, & Abuse, 21(3), 527-540.  















Context

* Something may be 
frightening to the 
victim but not to 
responders

* Stalking behaviors often 
have specific meanings

* Stalking criminalizes 
otherwise 
non-criminal behavior



Stalking Prevalence and Behavior





“
Given those prevalence rates, why do 

you think we fail to see the 
corresponding number of stalking 

victims in our courts?
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Smith, S.G., Basile, K.C., & Kresnow, M. (2022). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2016/2017 Report on Stalking. 
Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



Understanding Stalking:
Stalking Behaviors















Stalking & Trafficking 

* Monitoring the victim to 
identify when and how to 
recruit

* Gathering information as 
leverage to sexually 
exploit/blackmail victim or 
persuade

* Monitoring victim to assess 
vulnerability, accessibility 
and lack of credibility

* Asking other individuals 
working for trafficker to 
monitor behavior

Surveillance Life Invasion
* Humiliating person by 

threatening to 
expose/exposing what they 
are doing

* Requiring “Check-Ins”
* Gifts / small indulgences



Stalking & Trafficking

* Committing acts of sexual 
violence against victim 

* Sharing sexual photos or 
videos with others

* Committing physical 
assaults 

* Violence against others in 
operation 

* Threatening the victim, 
others in operation, pets 
with sexual or physical 
violence

* Using symbols of violence 
to control

Interference Intimidation



Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence



Adapted from the Duluth Model Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Project’s Power and Control Wheel







Top 10 risk factors for 
intimate partner homicide

Risk for male perpetrated
& female IPH victimization

1) Direct access to guns 11-fold increase in risk of IPH

2) Threated victim with a weapon 7-fold increase in risk

3) Non-fatal strangulation 7-fold increase in risk

4) Perpetrated rape/forced sex 5-fold increase in risk

5) Controlling behaviors 6-fold increase in risk

6) Threated to harm the victim 4-fold increase in risk

7) Abused victim while pregnant 4-fold increase in risk

8) Perpetrated stalking 3-fold increase in risk of IPH
9) Jealousy 2-fold increase in risk

10) Substance abuse 2-fold increase in risk

Spencer, C.M. & Stith, S.M. (2018). Risk Factors for Male Perpetration and Female Victimization of Intimate Partner Homicide: A 
Meta-Analysis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 21(3): 527-540. 

Stalking is a Lethality Risk





Impact on Victims

















SHARP:Stalking Harassment and Risk 
Profile

www.coercivecontrol.org
www.stalkingrisk.com

http://www.coercivecontrol.org/
http://www.stalkingrisk.com/


“
Victim perceptions of risk are a 
strong predictor of reassault, 

equal to or even better than risk 
management tools

TK Logan & Robert Walker, Stalking: A Multidimensional Framework for Assessment and 
Safety Planning, 18(2) Trauma, Violence & Abuse 200-22 (2017)



Narrative Report & 
Risk Profile

Safety Planning 
Suggestions





Contextualize 
the threatContextualize the Threat







Takeaways

* Placeholder to show checklist for Judges



NIWAP Technical Assistance, 
Materials, and Training

*Judicial training manuals, toolkits, bench card 
and materials at 
https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/sji-njn-
materials

*NIWAP Technical Assistance
* Call (202) 274-4457  
* E-mail info@niwap.org

*Web Library: 
www.niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu
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