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Join the National Judicial
Network (NJN)

* Forum on Human Trafficking and Immigration in State
Courts

* What is the NJN

* Opportunity to engage in discussions with other judges
* Receive latest information

* Peer-to-Peer training opportunities

* Get your questions answered

* Receive the information you need through
* Webinars, trainings, and technical assistance
* Bench cards, tools and training materials

* Judicial Officers join the NJN ---
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGY9VIM



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGY9VJM

Why Focus on Stalking?

*Victims report experiencing stalking at a
significantly higher rate than the justice system
identifies

* Stalking frequently co-occurs with other crimes and
is a risk factor for homicide*

* Judges and court staff may be stalked by offenders

Spencer, C.M. & Stith, S.M. (2018). Risk Factors for Male Perpetration and
Female Victimization of Intimate Partner Homicide: A Meta-Analysis. Trauma,
Violence, & Abuse, 21(3), 527-540.



www.StalkingAwareness.org

*Practitioner guides
*Training modules

*¥ictim resources

*Webinars

@fw

@FollowUsLegally

Sign Up for our Newsletter!
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STALKING DEFINITION:

BEHAVIORAL

Stalking is a pattern of behavior directed at a specific

person that would cause a reasonable person to feel
fear for the person’s safety or the safety of others; or

suffer substantial emotional distress.
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CONTEXT IS CRITICAL

in stalking cases.




Context

* Something may be
frightening to the
victim but not to
responders

* Stalking behaviors often
have specific meanings

* Stalking criminalizes
otherwise
non-criminal behavior




Stalking Prevalence and Behavior
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Stalking Prevalence

NEARLY NEARLY
1in 3 women 1in 6 men

000

experience stalking in their lifetimes.

Smith, S.G., Basile, K.C., & Kresnow, M. (2022). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Vielence Survey (NISVS): 2016/2017 Report on
Stalking. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease control and Prevention.
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Given those prevalence rates, why do
you think we fail to see the
corresponding number of stalking
victims in our courts?

SPARC .



Victim and Offender Relationships

Current/Former IP 3%
I -
: 41%
Acquaintance e

Brief Encounter 8%
B o

19%

SUANECT 0

: 9%
Family Member B -

: 4%
Person of Authority B

Female Victims ® Male Victims

Smith, S.G., Basile, K.C., & Kresnow, M. (2022). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2016/2017 Report on Stalking.
Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



Understanding Stalking:
Stalking Behaviors
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SLIl Framework

Logan, T.K. & Walker, R. (2017). Stalking: A Multidimensional Framework for Assessment and Safety Planning, Trauma, Violence and Abuse 18(2), 200-222.



SURVEILLANCE

* Follow

e Watch

e Wait

® Show up

* Tracking software

¢ Obtain information about victim

* Proxy stalking



LIFE INVASION

® Unwanted contact at home, work, etc.
® Showing up

¢ Phone calls

* Property invasion

¢ Public humiliation

* Harass friends/family



©) \NTERFERENCE

* Financial and work sabotage
* Ruining reputation
® Custody interference
* Keep from leaving
* Road rage
* Attack family/friends/pets
* Physical/sexual attack



INTIMIDATION @

® Threats

* Property damage

* Symbolic violence

® Forced confrontations

* Threaten or actually harm self

® Threats to victim about harming others



CRIMES INCLUDING

VOYEURISM, PRIVACY

IDENTITY THEFT,
COMPUTER CRIMES VIOLATION, IMAGE
ﬁ CREATION &
' DISTRIBUTION
VANDALISM, _Ep./?
e PROPERTY CRIMES O—
- FALSE REPORTS, P /
Q WITNESS M =
EAVESDROPPING, INTIMIDATION e — - =
NJZE?S?EWS%AL A [\ CIVILAND FAMILY
COURT CASES

RECORDING




Stalking & Trafficking

Surveillance Life Invasion

* Monitoring the victim to *  Humiliating person by
identify when and how to threatening to
recruit expose/exposing what they

are doing

* IGatherin% informzlaltion as *  Requiring “Check-Ins”
everage to sexually . . .
exploit/blackmail victim or Gifts / small indulgences
persuade

* Monitoring victim to assess
vulnerability, accessibility
and lack of credibility

* Asking other individuals
working for trafficker to
monitor behavior

SPARC .




Stalking & Trafficking

Interference Intimidation
* Committing acts of sexual * Violenge against others in
violence against victim operation
* Sharing sexual photos or * Threatening the victim,
videos with others others in operation, pets
with sexual or physical

* Committing physical

violence
assaults

* Using symbols of violence
to control




Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence
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VIOLENCE

POWER &
CONTROL

VIOLENCE Adapted from the Duluth Model Domestic Abuse
Intervention Project’s Power and Control Wheel




Intima.te artner stalkers are
more like VALL

physically approach the victim

be interfering, insulting, and threatening

escalate behaviors quickly

Mohandie, K., Meloy, J.R., McGowan, M.G., & Williams, J. (2006). The RECON Typology of Stalking: Reliability and Validity Based upon a Large
Sample of North American Stalkers. Journal of Forensic Sciences, 51 (1), 147-155.




In 85% of attempted
& 76% of completed

intimate partner femicides,
stalking occurred in the year

prior to the attack.



Stalking is a Lethality Risk

Top 10 risk factors for Risk for male perpetrated
intimate partner homicide & female IPH victimization

1) Direct access to guns 11-fold increase in risk of IPH
2) Threated victim with a weapon 7-fold increase in risk
3) Non-fatal strangulation 7-fold increase in risk
4) Perpetrated rape/forced sex 5-fold increase in risk
5) Controlling behaviors 6-fold increase in risk
6) Threated to harm the victim 4-fold increase in risk

7) Abused victim while pregnant 4-fold increase in risk

8) Perpetrated stalking 3-fold increase in risk of IPH

9) Jealousy 2-fold increase in risk

10) Substance abuse 2-fold increase in risk

Spencer, C.M. & Stith, S.M. (2018). Risk Factors for Male Perpetration and Female Victimization of Intimate Partner Homicide: A
Meta-Analysis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 21(3): 527-540.




Screening for Stalking

Has the Offender...

been tracking, following, or monitoring Victim in any way?

repeatedly invaded Victim's life/privacy by initiating

unwanted contact with Victim?

significantly and directly interfered with Victim’s life?

>physically/sexually assaulted Victim during course of conduct?

>forcibly kept Victim from leaving, held against will, caused

serious accident, assaulted others, or seriously attacked Victim?

more than one time, intimidated or scared Victim through

threats, property damage, threatening or actual harming of

sets, or other means?

Logan, T.K. & Walker, R. (2017). Stalking: A Multidimensional Framework for Assessment and Safety Planning, Trauma, Violence and Abuse 18(2), 200-222.



Impact on Victims
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What are Victims Afraid of?

V.UYA not knowing what will happen next
{0 YA bodily harm

pL: A behavior will never stop

13% f

10 /, loss of freedom

o7 T
gl oeenesmind

Baum, K., Catalano, S., & Rand, M. (2009). Stalking Victimiz the United States. Washington, DC: Bur of Justice Statistics




ACCOMODATIONS/CHANGES THE VICTIM MAY HAVE
MADE TO THEIR LIFE MIGHT INCLUDE:

® [ime spent obtaining a protection order
o Screening phone calls

® Relocatin ¢
o reey SIS %

® Efforts to keep

their address/location a secret
® Changing own phone numbers, emall

addresses, and/or social media accounts



ACCOMODATIONS/CHANGES THE VICTIM MAY HAVE
MADE TO THEIR LIFE MIGHT INCLUDE (cont.):

® Blocking phone numbers, email addresses,
and/or social media accounts
o Changes to device settings

® [Iime accessing support services

2
&,
o Conﬂdentially Filing the victim’s own

0 immigration case to sever reliance on the

stalker’s sponsorship
® [Finances spent on saFety devices or

accommodations



ACCOMODATIONS/CHANGES THE VICTIM MAY HAVE
MADE TO THEIR LIFE MIGHT INCLUDE (cont.):

~——
'_,5.

® |ncreased security and/or privacy measures

* Asking friends, family, or professionals for help
* Changes to schedule, routine, and/or
route/method of transport

o Avoiding locations or activities



ACCOMODATIONS/CHANGES THE VICTIM MAY HAVE
MADE TO THEIR LIFE MIGHT INCLUDE (cont.):

® Financial impacts ke employment consequences
® Costs for repair or replacement of damaged
property, or immigration or identity documents

* |nforming work, daycare, school, apartment

building, religious space, and/or others of the
situation and/or asking for accommodations

® Taking steps to remedy identity theft




How do Victims Cope?

Move Move
INWARD TOWARDS
ﬁ

& 53
&
Spitzberg, B.H. & Cupach, W. (2007) The State of the Art of

Stalking: Taking Stock of the Emerging Literature.
Aggression and Violent Behavior 12(1): 64-86.




Disengagement

Recommend no contact with the stalker

> Explainintermittent reinforcement

BUT realize victims engage in behaviors to
keep themselves safe.

P Maintain contact, negotiation, minimizing threat

Contact may be a safety strate
Y Y/ gy




SHARP:Stalking Harassment and Risk
Profile

wWWwWWw.coercivecontrol.org
www.stalkingrisk.com
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http://www.coercivecontrol.org/
http://www.stalkingrisk.com/
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Victim perceptions of risk are a
strong predictor of reassault,
equal to or even better than risk
management tools

TK Logan & Robert Walker, Stalking: A Multidimensional Framework for Assessment and
Safety Planning, 18(2) Trauma, Violence & Abuse 200-22 (2017)
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Stalking and Harassment

Assessment and Risk Profile
(SHARP)

CoerciveControl.org

v v

Narrative Report & Safety Planning
Risk Profile Suggestions




14 Risk Factors in Stalking Cases

N/
' ' BIG PICTURE STALKER MINDSET

® Resistance & Persistence
e Stalker Motive

¢ Course of Conduct

® Escalation, Triggers

® Proxy Stalking

e Nature and context of threats

® Threat follow-through, capability

VICTIM
STALKER HISTORY VULNERABILITY

* History of abuse to victim * Fear, life impact
?

° History of abuse to others

® Use of Technology

* Guns, weapons & training * Victim Vulnerability

® Criminal history, mental health,
Logan, T.K. & Walker, R. (2017). Stalking: A Multidimensional Framewor k for

su bsta nce a b use Assessment and Safety Planning, Trauma, Violence an d Abuse 18(2), 200-222.



Contextualize the Threat
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Who is the stalker and what are they capable of?

iY Technology g’

Expertise .
Substance Abuse & F Education/
Mental Health Issues Background
- -
6O y

Violence &
Criminal History

Follow-through on

/

Previous Threats



Document the Threat Features

* Nature and frequency of threats
* How detailed/graphic are the threats?
) |s there violence ideation”

® How are the threats communicated?
% e 3 ) Verbally? Voicemails? E-mails?
'H;). Gifts” Written notes”

) Are the threats public?
- Communicated by a third party?
sT Py Communicated on social media”




Takeaways

* Placeholder to show checklist for Judges



NIWAP Technical Assistance,
Materials, and Training

*Judicial training manuals, toolkits, bench card
and materials at
https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/sji-njn-
materials

*NIWAP Technical Assistance

* Call (202) 274-4457
* E-mail info@niwap.org

*Web Library:
www.hiwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu

48


https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/sji-njn-materials
https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/sji-njn-materials
mailto:info@niwap.org
http://www.niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/

www.StalkingAwareness.org

*Practitioner guides
*Training modules

*¥ictim resources

*Webinars

@fw

@FollowUsLegally

Sign Up for our Newsletter!




