
          
 

Training Agenda for: 
 

“State Courts and the Protection of Immigrant Crime Victims and Children” 
November 20, 2014 

 
For the Utah Administrative Office of the Courts 

 
 

9:00  – 9:30 am 
 

Opening  
• Welcome  
• Introduction of presenters 
• Learning objectives  
• Interactive Exercise – Emerging Issues 
• Demographics of immigrant populations in Utah 
• Dynamics of domestic violence experienced by Immigrants 

 
9:30 – 10:15 am  Intersections: Department of Homeland Security and State Courts 

• Immigration law DHS’ multiple roles and responsibilities  
• DHS enforcement priorities 
• DHS policies 
• Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Confidentiality 
• History and Purpose: Violence Against Women Act and Trafficking 

Victim’s Protection Act 
• Distinctions between Immigration Relief available for Immigrant 

Victims & Immigrant Children 
• How accurate immigration law knowledge helps state courts 
• Courts role in  

o Identifying potentially eligible immigrant victims and 
children 

o Distributing DHS information to the public 
10:15 – 10:30 am Break 

 
10:30 – 12:15 pm Immigration Issues That Arise in Family Court 

• Intersection between Utah family laws and immigrants 
• Immigrant victims and civil  protection orders 
• Custody: Issues involving immigrant parents and children   
• Parental Interest Directive – Securing the attendance of parents in 

state court cases 
• Special Immigrant Juvenile Status including Utah’s  UCCJEA   
• VAWA confidentiality and state court discovery 
• Child support 

12:15 – 1:15 pm Lunch 
National Immigrant Women’s Advocacy Project (NIWAP, pronounced new-app) 

American University, Washington College of Law 
4801 Massachusetts Avenue NW · Washington, D.C.  20016 

(o) 202.274.4457 · (f) 202.274.4226 · niwap@wcl.american.edu · wcl.american.edu/niwap 



 
1:15 – 2:15 pm Services and Benefits Available to Immigrant Victims, Children, 

Parents 
• Services and benefits open to all persons without regard to 

immigration status 
• What Utah benefits are available to immigrants 
• Access to assistance grows through the process of applying for legal 

immigration status 
o Work Authorization 
o Public benefits 
o Health Care 
o Education 
o TANF 
o Food Stamps 
o Driver’s Licenses 
o Child Care 

2:15 – 3:15 pm Issues That Arise in State Criminal Court Proceedings Involving 
Immigrants 

• Differences between Utah’s criminal laws and immigration laws 
regarding 

o Sentences 
o Convictions and effect of post-conviction relief 

• Padilla v. Kentucky  
• VAWA confidentiality and criminal court discovery 

3:15 – 3:30 pm  
 

Break 

3:30 – 4:30 U and T visas  
• T Visas and trafficking victims 
• U visas for crime victims 

o Qualifying criminal activities 
o Helpfulness 
o U visa certification by judges, magistrates and commissioners 

4:30 – 5:00 pm  
 

• Resources 
• Web Library 
• Technical assistance 
• Evaluations 
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