
Trauma-Responsive
Advocacy 

Survivors of CSEC, 
Model Rules, and 
Better Dependency
Outcomes 



Who we are
And how we work
together



Poll: 
I know what it means to be trauma-
informed.



Poll: 
I know the difference between trauma-
informed and trauma-responsive.



Governing
Principles

To Support 
a Trauma-Informed 
and Responsive space



Poll: 
I am familiar with the SAMHSA Core
Principles of a Trauma-Informed
Approach.



Poll: 
I look to the ABA’s Model Rules of
Professional Responsibility to inform
courtroom procedures.



Poll: 
I encourage attorneys to incorporate the
ABA Standards of Practice for Child
Attorneys, Parent Attorneys, and/or
Agency Attorneys.



Informed v. Responsive

Trauma-Informed
 Awareness of trauma and its

effects

Trauma-Responsive
Integrate knowledge about trauma
into policies, procedures, and
practices, and seek to resist
retraumatization





1.2 Scope of Representation & Allocation of
Authority Between Client & Lawyer
1.3 Diligence
1.4 Communication
1.6 Confidentiality
1.14 Clients with Diminished Capacity
2.1 Advisor



Every child is appointed a lawyer bound by the
rules of professional conduct
Lawyers must have specific child welfare
training
Reasonable caseloads
Child-centered, research-informed,
permanency driven, holistic
Child has a right to participate



Poll: 
I run a trauma-informed & trauma-
responsive courtroom.



A Conversation 
with Colleagues

13



Safety



Trustworthiness
& Transparency



Collaboration
& Mutuality



Empowerment,
Voice, & Choice



Cultural,
Historical, &
Gender
Issues



Peer
Support



Thank you! Hon. Roxanne Formey
rformey@chathamcounty.org

Prof. Emma Hetherington
ehether@uga.edu


