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Survivors stay with their abusers until they
receive work authorization
Victim’s advocates and attorneys provide lifesaving
safety planning assistance to immigrant crime
NIWAP’s survey found that significant proportions
survivors and play a crucial role in informing
of immigrant victims continue residing with their
survivors about and helping survivors obtain
abusers until they receive work authorization in
1
2
protection orders and pursue immigration relief.
connection with their VAWA self-petition or U visa
Once a victim’s immigration case has been filed,
case. Victims living with their perpetrators
the waiting time between filing and adjudication (≈
experience abuse and coercive control that includes
7+ months) poses additional safety challenges for
turning the victim in for deportation.
survivors that advocates and attorneys need to be
prepared to address.
Survivors who continue to reside with their
abuser experience many forms of abuse
In October 2013, NIWAP’s nationwide survey of
VAWA
organizations serving immigrant survivors of
55.8% of VAWA self-petitioners who live with
domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and
their domestic abuser report abuse on a monthly
other U visa crimes was completed by over 350
basis (17.39% experience weekly and 19.4%
service providers from across the U.S. reporting on
experience daily abuse).
over 4800 cases. 3 The survey documented the
Abuse Experienced by VAWA Applicants Living With Their Domestic Abuser
experiences of immigrant survivors and their
Additional
children after filing and during the pendency of
threats/attempts/incidents of
56.6%
their immigration case. The survey demonstrated
physical battering
that while awaiting work authorization, immigrant
Economic abuse
48.6%
survivors of violence are particularly vulnerable.
Additional
threats/attempts/incidents of
extreme cruelty

Threats/attempts/incidents of abuse
perpetrated against their children
Additional
threats/attempts/incidents of sexual
assault

28.7%
20.4%
11.5%
(n = 488
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U visa
97.4% of U Visa applicants who live with their
domestic abuser report abuse at least once a month
(34.9% experience weekly and 20.1% experience
daily abuse).

U visa

Abuse Experienced By U Visa Applicants Living With Their Domestic Abuser

Additional threats/attempts/incidents
of physical battering

68.3%

Economic abuse

64.2%

Additional threats/attempts/incidents
of extreme cruelty
Additional threats/attempts/incidents
of sexual assault
Threats/attempts/incidents of abuse
perpetrated against their children

For U visa applicants, who have already filed, the
two most significant causes of immigration
enforcement actions are:
• Traffic stops (30.1%)
• Reporting by perpetrator/perpetrator’s
family member (26.7%)

38.2%
24.3%
19.2%
(n= applications)
161

Both VAWA self-petitioners and U visa
applicants are at risk of immigration
enforcement
VAWA

Interaction with the Justice System
Despite the fact that significant numbers of VAWA
self-petitioners and U visa applicants continue
living with their abusers and working for abusive
employers during the pendency of their
applications, both VAWA self-petitioners and U
visa applicants have high rates of criminal justice
system and order of protection participation.
VAWA
Justice System Interactions of VAWA Self-Petitioners During Processing
47.6%
36.2%

33.4%

32.1%

26.1%

20.1%

18.9%
2.0%

For VAWA self-petitioners who have already filed,
the three most significant causes of immigration
enforcement actions are:
• Reported by the abuser/abuser’s family
(38.3%)
• Traffic infractions (28.6%)
• Arrest related to domestic violence in which
they were the victim (15.4%)

(n = 1518

•

•
•

While VAWA self-petitioners are not
required to interact with the criminal justice
system as a pre-requisite to obtain
immigration relief, they are filing police
reports at a significant rate of 36.2%
47.6% seek protection orders while case is
pending
Only limited numbers are willing to seek
custody and child support.
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There are a number of steps advocates and
attorney can take to improve safety for
immigrant victims while they remain in abusive
homes and employment. Incorporate the
following steps into case planning to enhance
immigrant survivors’ safety (in this order):

U visa
73.1%

Justice Sytem Interactions/Filings of U
Visa Applicants During Processing
50.3%

43.7%
19.6% 19.5% 17.9%

10.7%

0.6%

(n= 1804

•

•

Despite being trapped in abusive
environments, 73.1% of U visa applicants
are cooperating with law enforcement and
prosecution, and 25.2% continue to file
police reports once their U visa case is
approved.
43.7% seek protection orders while case is
pending

1. Screen early for immigration relief;
2. File skeletal applications with USCIS as
soon as possible to protect survivors
from deportation;
3. Help survivors obtain orders of
protection;
4. Assist survivors in completing their
VAWA or U visa cases;
5. Educate police, prosecutors, courts, and
other professionals about immigrant
victims’ legal rights under immigration,
family, benefits and language access
laws.

The National Institutes of Justice (NIJ) funded
research on the effectiveness of protection
orders for immigrant crime victims, and found
that safety planning and victim advocacy played
a key role in encouraging immigrant and
undocumented victims to seek protection
orders. 4
Both this NIJ research and the NIWAP’s survey
findings, confirm that with trained advocacy,
immigrant crime victims are willing to access
the civil and criminal justice systems for help.
Justice system assistance through protection
orders and ongoing interactions with law
enforcement play an important role in
improving safety of survivors who remain in
abusive homes and workplaces.
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