ﬁ’ AMERICAN ﬁ UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON

State Justice Institute COLLEGE of LAW

U Visa Timeline with Background Checks

By Katelyn Deibler, Faiza Chappell, and Leslye E. Orloff
August 11, 2024

Submit U Visa Application

3-5 Years

Fingerprinting and
Background Check

I Bona Fide Determination, Protection From
Deportation and Work Authorization

15

years (20
Background Check — Renewed Every 2 Years years
post-

filing)
U Visa Approval <
3 years (23
years post-
filing . Apply for Legal Permanent
Residency
Background Check 2 years (25
years post-
filing)
Legal Permanent Residency <
5 years Approval
(30 years
post- _
filing) —> Apply for Naturalization
1 year

(31 years
Background Check post-
filing)
Naturalization Approval -

National Immigrant Women’s Advocacy Project (NIWAP, pronounced new-app)
American University, Washington College of Law
4300 Nebraska Avenue, N.W., N100B, Washington, D.C. 20016
(0) 202.274.4457 - niwap@wcl.american.edu - wcl.american.edu/niwap -http://library.niwap.org/

This publication was developed under grant number SJI-20-E-005 from the State Justice Institute. The points of view
expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the State Justice
Institute.



